bait of the fishing-rod. "When it suffers, however, from disease, ami, being in consequence hardly able to swim, is cast out on shore, then if any one touches it with his hand death ensues if he is not attended to,—nay, should one, were it only with a staff, touch this dead hare, he is affected in the same way as those who have touched a basilisk. But a root, it is said, grows along the coast of the island, well known to every one, which is a remedy for the swooning which ensues. It is brought close to the nostrils of the person who has fainted, who thereupon recovers consciousness. But should the remedy not be applied the injury proves fatal to life, so noxious is the vigour which this hare has at its command.
Frag. XV. B. follows here5 (22.) There is also a race called the S k i r a-t a i,f whose country is beyond India.    They are
* This is the fragment in which JElian describes the one-horned animal which he calls the Kartazon. Bosen-muller, who has treated at large of the -unicorn, which he identifies with the Indian rhinoceros, thinks that .ZGlian probably borrowed his account of it from Ktesias, who when in Persia may have heard exaggerated accounts of it, or may have seen it represented in sculpture with variations from its actual appearance. Tychsen derives its name from Kenl, an old name, he says, of the rhinoceros itself, and taxcm, 'i.e., cwrens velox, irruens. Three animals were spoken of by the ancients as having a single horn—the African Oryx, the Indian Ass, and what is specially called the Unicorn. Vide ante, p. 59.
f Fu£e<pi0,Fra:gni.xxx.3,p. 80, and p. 74, notet, where they are identified with the Kir&tas. In the R&m&yana, there is a passage quoted by Lassen (Zeitjchr.f. Kwide cL Morcj&nl. II. 40) where are mentioned " the ICiratas, some of whom dwell in Mount Mandara, others use their ears sis a covering; th«y are horrible, black-faced, with but one foot

